THE
IMMIGRATION
PARADOX
The Declaration of Independence
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
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"...the most balanced
rendition of an issue that
has polarized our community,
our state and the nation
...brings to light the historical,
socio-political and
economic implications
and ramifications of
immigration in a balanced,
effectual and factual
manner. It is a tribute to

"The Immigration Paradox"
challenges its viewers to
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-Julie Peterson, NewTimes

-Trino Sandoval, Senior Policy
Advisor on Education
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"...thought- provoking and
beautifully shot."

the constructive, positive
potential of human beings. "
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The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
| fr a m e | li
gin
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political
bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to
the separation. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has beennthe
| patient sufferance of these
g ialter their former Systems of
Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains
thema rto
wa
|b
r |m
ll King of Great
Government. The history of the present
Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and
|b d
r
usurpations, all having in direct object the oestablishment
of an absolute Tyranny over these States.
t | wall
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid
world.
| fra
He has refused his Assent toargin
Laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the public good. He has
forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
attend to them. He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has called together legislative bodies at
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. He has refused
for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
de
|
powers,
of Annihilation,
or r incapable
c ehave returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State
|f
remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He has obstructed the
e
Administration |of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. He has
made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
w erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to
of their salaries. He has
harrass our people, and eat out their substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. He has affected to render the Military independent
of and superior to the Civil power. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign
to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation: For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: For protecting them, by a mock
Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring
Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these
Colonies: For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated
Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. He has plundered
our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. He is at this time
transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. He has constrained our fellow
Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. He has excited
domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated
injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be
the ruler of a free people. Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement
here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties
of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our
connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. We, therefore, the
Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of
the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and
of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things
which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and
our sacred Honor.

let go of overly simplistic
explanations of the problems
facing immigrants in this
country, and to embrace the
complexity of immigration
across national borders.
The film carefully traces the
political, economic and social
sources of immigration and
inequality. Be ready for
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a few "aha!" moments when
you watch this
documentary."
-Madelaine Adelman ,
Associate Professor
Justice & Social Inquiry
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CHARACTERS (1 of 5)

In no particular order

Angela Maria Kelley, a well-known authority on the policy and the
politics of immigration, joined American Progress in 2009 as Vice
President for Immigration Policy and Advocacy. As Vice President,
Kelley applies her many years of experience in the immigration field
to the Center’s immigration policy work. In the years since Kelley’s
ANGELA KELLEY
arrival to American Progress, the organization has published
V.P. of Immigration Policy at Center for American Progress
numerous impactful reports and analyses on a range of immigration
issues including the economic impact of state anti-immigrant laws, the economic value of immigration reform, the
cost of mass deportation, and the integration trends of America’s newcomers. Kelley is widely quoted in the press,
including The New York Times, The Washington Post, and Politico, and makes frequent radio and television appearances, including appearances on PBS, MSNBC, Fox News, and NPR. Before joining American Progress in 2009, Kelley
served as director of the Immigration Policy Center, a research and rapid-response organization providing policymakers, academics, the media, and the general public with access to accurate information about the effects of immigration on the U.S. economy and society. Prior to that Kelley was deputy director at the National Immigration
Forum, where she headed its legislative, policy, and communications activities and oversaw its operations. During
her service at the Forum, Kelley was a frontline negotiator as Congress debated proposed comprehensive immigration reform legislation. Kelley was also at the forefront of advocacy that secured key legislative victories including the
Legal Immigration Family Equity Act, the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act, and the Nicaraguan Adjustment
and Central American Relief Act. Kelley, the daughter of South American immigrants, began her career as an attorney
for a legal services agency in Washington, D.C., representing low-income immigrants on immigration and family
matters. She is a graduate of The George Washington University Law School and a Georgetown University Law School
Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellow. Source: http://www.americanprogress.org/about/staff/kelley-angela-maria/bio/
Mark Krikorian, a nationally recognized expert on immigration issues,
has served as Executive Director of the Center for Immigration Studies
(CIS) since 1995. The Center, an independent, non-partisan research
organization in Washington, D.C., examines and critiques the impact
of immigration on the United States. Animated by a pro-immigrant,
MARK KRIKORIAN
low-immigration vision which seeks fewer immigrants but a warmer
Executive Director of the Center for Immigration Studies
welcome for those admitted, the Center was established in 1985 to
respond to the need for reliable, fact based research in the immigration area. Mr. Krikorian’s knowledge and expertise
in the immigration field are sought by Congress, as well as the mainstream and new media. He frequently testifies
before Congress and has published articles in numerous outlets including The Washington Post, The New York Times,
Los Angeles Times, and Commentary. He is a contributor at National Review Online, and has appeared on 60 Minutes,
Nightline, NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, CNN, and NPR, among other television and radio programs. Mr. Krikorian addresses a variety of audiences on a multitude of immigration topics. In addition, Mr. Krikorian is the author of the books
The New Case against Immigration, Both Legal and Illegal and How Obama is Transforming America through Immigration. Mr. Krikorian holds a master’s degree from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and a bachelor’s
degree from Georgetown University. He spent two years at Yerevan State University in then-Soviet Armenia.

Source: http://cis.org/Krikorian
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX
WRITER, DIRECTOR, PRODUCER, EDITOR
Lourdes Lee Vasquez
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Bryan A.Z. Vasquez

DIRECTOR of PHOTOGRAPHY, PRODUCER
Bryan A.Z. Vasquez

COMPOSERS, MUSIC DIRECTORS
Tobie Milfrod
Henri Bernard

MOTION GRAPHICS
Andre Gordon
Caleb Alvarado

FULL SYNOPSIS
Possibly one of the most important films of the Century.
THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX takes a critical and in depth look at one of the most divisive issues in
Human global history--immigration. After encountering an immigrant crossing the Arizona desert,
Emmy Award Winner and Filmmaker Lourdes Lee Vasquez set out to understand why people would
risk their lives to come to the U.S.. Her quest takes a shocking twist when she musters enough
courage
to cross the line at a protest and has an encounter with whom she believed was her enemy.
From there on her journey, spanning 7 years searching for answers and solutions to this complex
social issue, takes her and the audience to places never before considered in the immigration debate.
THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX is a feature length documentary that exposes the missing information
to the immigration issue by interviewing an array of people from various backgrounds, which include
economics, sociology, philosophy, history, policy, and activism. This documentary will move you
beyond the villain or victim scenario, the heated rhetoric and sensationalism to reveal the bigger
picture.
No matter what your viewpoints or beliefs are regarding this deeply emotional issue; the information
exposed in THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX will surely leave you shocked.
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CHARACTERS (2 of 5)
Michele Waslin, Ph.D., is Senior Research Analyst at the Immigration
Policy Center. She has authored several publications on immigration
policy and post-9/11 immigration issues. Ms. Waslin appears regularly
in English and Spanish-language media. Previously, she worked as
Director of Immigration Policy Research at the National Council of La
MICHELE WASLIN Raza (NCLR) and Policy Coordinator at the Illinois Coalition for ImSenior Policy Analyst at Immigration Policy Center migrant and Refugee Rights. She received her Ph.D. in 2002 in Govern
ment and International Studies from the University of Notre Dame, and holds an M.A. in International Relations from
the University of Chicago and a B.A. in Political Science from Creighton University.
Source: http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/ipc-staff

Alejandro Hermosillo is a Mexican born immigrant who at the young
age of 12, was offered an opportunity to come to the United States
of America by unconventional means. Throughout his childhood he
had heard many magical and endearing things about the U.S., so with
out hesitation he decided to leave his parents behind to seek out the
ALEJANDRO HERMOSILLO
riches of the “North”. Attending Junior High through College in the
Uprooted Human
U.S., Alejandro was what many would consider an All-American
Athlete and student. Upon completion of his schooling he found himself forming several successful contracting businesses that allowed him to realize the USA dreams of his childhood. At the pinnacle of his success, he found himself
with no choice but to change his life forever. Source: www.TIPMovie.com
Dr. Michael L. Schwalbe is a Professor of Sociology at North Carolina
State University. He is the author of: Rigging the Game: How Inequality Is Reproduced in Everyday Life (2008), Remembering Reet
and Shine: Two Black Men, One Strugle(2004) and numerous other
written works. He received both his M.A. and Ph.D. from Washington
Dr. MICHAEL L. SCHWALBE State University in Sociology in 1981 and 1984 respectively.
Doctor in Sociology

Source: Various Web Sources

Alan Eladio Gómez(Ph.D. University of Texas at Austin) is a historian
and Assistant Professor in the School of Justice and Social Inquiry at
Arizona State University. His research has been published in Radical
History Review, Latino Studies, Kalfou: A Journal of Comparative and
Relational Ethnic Studies, the anthology Behind Bars: Latino/as and
Dr. ALAN GOMEZ
Prison in the United States (Palgrave), and recently, a book chapter,
Doctor in History
“Revolutionary Imagination of Greater Mexico: Chicanas/os, Social
Movements and the Dirty War in Mexico, 1973-1978”, in Challenging Authoritarianism in Mexico: Revolutionary
Struggles and the Dirty War, 1964-1982 (Routledge, 2011). Dr. Gómez is completing a book titled , “With Dignity Intact”
: Rainbow Coalitions, Control Units, and Struggles for Human Rights in the U.S. Federal Prison System, 1969-1974. Prior
to coming to ASU he taught at Ithaca College and Cornell University. Source: https://webapp4.asu.edu/directory/person/1271178
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CHARACTERS (3 of 5)
Kimber Lanning is an entrepreneur, arts advocate and community
activist who works to cultivate strong, vibrant communities and inspire a higher quality of life in the greater Phoenix metropolitan area.
Lanning is actively involved in fostering cultural diversity, economic
self-reliance and responsible growth for the Phoenix metropolitan
area. In 2003, Lanning founded Local First Arizona, a grassroots, nonKIMBER LANNING
Founder and Executive Director of Local First Arizona
profit organization dedicated to raising public awareness of the
economic and cultural benefits provided by locally owned businesses. In late 2005, Local First secured 501(c)6 nonprofit status, and proceeded with Lanning as the executive director. The organization has since mushroomed to over
1,500 members, and Lanning works extensively with city and state policymakers to create a supportive environment
for entrepreneurs of all sizes. Along with an advisory board of dedicated, local business owners and civic leaders,
Kimber pursues the dual goal of establishing vibrant and culturally unique businesses at the forefront of the valley’s
identity, as well as creating a sustainable and healthy region through the implementation of diverse local economies.
She works to inform, educate, and motivate consumers to support local enterprises, and encourages public policy that
enables locally owned and operated businesses to thrive. Lanning was most recently appointed as a director for the
City of Phoenix Development Advisory Board. Source: http://www.livingeconomies.net/staff-and-board#Kimber
Michael Shuman is director of research for Cutting Edge Capital,
director of research and economic development at the Business
Alliance for Local Living Economies (BALLE), and a Fellow of the
Post Carbon Institute. He holds an AB with distinction in economics
MICHAEL SHUMAN and international relations from Stanford University and a JD from
Research and Public Policy Director Stanford Law School. He has led community-based economicat Business Alliance for Local Living Economies development efforts across the country and has authored or edited
seven previous books, including The Small Mart Revolution: How Local Businesses Are Beating the Global Competition
(2006), Going Local: Creating Self-Reliant Communities in the Global Age (1998) and Local Dollars, Local Sense: How to
Shift Your Money from Wall Street to Main Street and Acheive Real Prosperity. In recent years, Michael has led community-based economic-development efforts in St. Lawrence County (NY), Hudson Valley (NY), Katahdin Region (ME),
Martha's Vineyard (MA), and Carbondale (CO), and served as a senior editor for the recently published Encyclopedia of
Community. He has given an average of more than one invited talk per week for 25 years throughout the United States
and the world. Source: http://www.postcarbon.org/person/36217-michael-shuman
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CHARACTERS (4 of 5)
Tom Jenney currently serves as state director for the Arizona Chapter
of Americans for Prosperity, formerly the Arizona Federation of Taxpayers. He is a Tucson native and a 1988 graduate of University High
School. He earned an associate’s degree from the New Mexico Military
Institute in Roswell and a bachelor's degree in Spanish and Latin
TOM JENNEY American Studies from Georgetown University. Jenney has written
Tax Payer Community Activist and translated articles for the Institute for Justice and the Cato
Institute in Washington, D.C., and for the International Center for Pension Reform in Santiago, Chile. His articles have
appeared in the Arizona Daily Star, the Arizona Republic, the East Valley Tribune, and the Tucson Citizen. Most recently
Jenney taught government, economics, and Spanish at St. Paul's Preparatory Academy in Phoenix. Before that, he was
communications director of the the Goldwater Institute, overseeing the Institute’s media relations and acting as senior
editor for its many publications. Prior to joining Goldwater, Jenney served for two years as Administrator for the Unique
Learning Center, a faith-based after-school program in Washington, D.C.’s Shaw neighborhood. He serves as an elder at
theEmmanuel Presbyterian Church in Phoenix. He is also a member of the Republican Liberty Caucus of Arizona, the
PAChyderm Coalition, the Arizona State Rifle and Pistol Association, the Phoenix Young Republicans, the Arizona Free
Enterprise Club, and the Arizona Tax Research Association. Source: http://www.tomjenney.com/

FLOR REDONDO

Director of Programs for Campesinos Sin Fronteras

Flor Redondo is the Director of Programs for Campesinos Sin
Fronteras a non-profit 501 (C)(3) organization that provides various
services to farmworkers and low to moderate-income families around
the Yuma,AZ area that promote self-sustainability. They do this by
providing and facilitating access to health, behavioral health, social
services, housing rehabilitation, counseling, education and workforce
developmen. Source: http://www.campesinossinfronteras.org

Vern and John are vocal and concerned citizens that live in one of
Southern Arizona’s Larger cities, that sees immigrant traffic through
the desert. They consider their views concervative and were in full
support for Arizona’s SB1070 law amongst others. After meeting Vern
and John at a community town hall dicussing SB1070 and border
issues, they invited our film crew into their home; to explore both
VERN & JOHN
Conservative SB1070 Supporters
their concerns and hopes regarding immigration into the U.S.. 3 hours,
3 coffee pots and a couple of boisen berry pie slices later; we get to places and answers seldom, if ever arrived to in the
heat of the desert, in the heat of an argument. Source: http://www..TIPMovie.com
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CHARACTERS (5 of 5)
Michael Hill lives in San Carlos Arizona. He is Nnee, which means “the
people”. Nnee is what his tribe called itself before European colonizers
came and labeled them with “Apache”, which means “the enemy”.
Instead of earning a degree Michael felt it was more important to
become educated in the ways of the Creator. He feels no less or more
MICHELE
Michael
WASLIN
Hill than any other human and knows love is the answer to our problems.

Senior Policy Analyst at Immigration
Community
PolicyActivist
Center

Source: www.TIPMovie.com

Joanne Hawes lives in Phoenix Arizona. She is a supporter of SB1070
and a Tea Party member. After seeing how her law abiding husband
kept losing contracts due to other contractors being able to bid less
for hiring undocumented workers she decided to become more civically engaged and enforce the law. She is also an active member at her
ALEJANDRO HERMOSILLO
Joanne Hawes church and often teaches bible classes. Source: www.TIPMovie.com
Uprooted Human
TEA Party Member - SB1070 Supporter

Lynne Breyer lives in Scottsdale Arizona. She is also a supporter of SB1070 and a Tea Party member. She feels that we are in “tragic situation right here, where real people are being affected in real ways on
both sides of the issue. And instead of screaming at each other we
need to sit down across a peace table and talk until a solution is
Dr. MICHAEL L.
SCHWALBE
Lynne
Breyer found.” Source: www.TIPMovie.com

in Supporter
Sociology
TEA Party MemberDoctor
- SB1070

Dr. ALAN
GOMEZ
Erika
Andiola
Doctor in History
DREAMER

Erika Andiola is originally from Durango, Mexico. She immigrated with
her family to Mesa, Arizona when she was 11 years old. A graduate
from Arizona State University with a B.A. in Psychology. Erika is one of
the co-founders of DRM Capitol Group and the Arizona Dream Act
Coalition (ADAC), which is an umbrella organization of groups and individuals across the state of Arizona who are interested in fighting for
the welfare of immigrant students. Source: www.TIPMovie.com
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THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CREW(1 of 2)
LOURDES LEE VASQUEZ

DIRECTOR, PRODUCER, EDITOR
Lourdes is a conscientious filmmaker who is committed to creating positive
social change. Born in Mexico City to two doctors and raised in the United
States, by a single mother, as a low income immigrant has allowed her to
experience the best and worst of both worlds. She is grateful for this experience because it enables her to deeply analyze collective and individualistic
cultures as well as different socioeconomic classes. This understanding allows her to navigate free-ly through different world- views giving her a
broader picture of reality and our interconnectedness. She received an Associates Degree from Phoenix College in Honors
Classical Studies. She then transferred tothe University of California Santa Cruz where she graduated with a degree in Film
and Digital Media. It is through her self reflection while living in India that she came to realize that constructive communication and a deeper understanding on social and cultural issues are the best platforms for our humanity to achieve its
highest form of consciousness. This philosophy led her to start three ventures, “The Immigration Paradox”, Embracing
Humanity and Deep Focus Cinema. Source: www.TIPMovie.com

BRYAN A.Z. VASQUEZ

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Born and raised in Phoenix, Arizona. An entrepreneur and information
seeker at heart, Bryan is savvy in business and negotiating. Recipient of the
Leadership Scholarship at Arizona State University were he pursued Communication studies. He is compassionate and has integrity. He currently,
continues his decade’s long real estate career focusing on helping home
owners in Phoenix and working on various other business ventures. His
commitment to the artist community and social issues has led him to be a
vital part of Embracing Humanity a Non-Profit he Co-Founded with his wife Lourdes. He hopes to have a positive impact
on individuals by creating honest dialogue and understanding through various media and effective communication. Bryan
loves to hike, run, do magic tricks and read thought provoking books. Source: www.TIPMovie.com

ANDRE GORDON

Motion Graphics
Born and raised in São Paulo, Brazil to an American father and a Brazilian
mother, Andre has had many lives. Among other things he played keyboards and vocals in alternative pop band Luni in the mid 80’s, was one
of the founders of award winning puppet/object theater group XPTO, did
wardrobe design for TV commercials and catered japanese dinner parties.
Throughout all these years his passion for design permeated his many
careers. He has been working with computer graphics for almost 20 years,
having started as a 3D animator and moving gradually to video editing and motion graphics. An eternal optimist, he is
very curious about all forms of artistic expression and would like to use his skills for the betterment of this planet and its
inhabitants. After living 8 years in NYC he moved to Phoenix where he has been living with is partner Tom and his Boston
terrier Hamlet. But he still wants to live some day in Barcelona when he grows up. Source: www.TIPMovie.com

© 2012 The Immigration Paradox Movie, LLC

THE IMMIGRATION PARADOX

CREW(2 of 2)
CALEB ALVARADO

MOTION GRAPHICS
Born in Phoenix, AZ to John & Guadalupe Alvarado, Caleb is an artist, photographer, designer and dreamer. As Hispanic Scholarship Fund recipient, he
went on to complete his Masters of Architecture from Arizona State University in 2007. He is passionate about his photography, design work, family,
soccer, tennis, and is a huge fan of the Beatles. He is currently working on his
photography project, “Inspirations; Human Connection, A Portrait Series.” He
currently resides in Phoenix with his fiancé Sandra and their beagle,
Fitzgerald. Source: www.TIPMovie.com

TOBIE MILFORD

COMPOSER
The music of Tobie Milford has been described as an “ethereal symphony of
sound”, using loop pedals to layer multiple violin parts and combine them his
own vocals. This culminates in a nuanced and unique sound: ambient, minimalist string textures, quartet-style harmonies, sophisticated plucking patterns, and dynamic vocal melodies. His songwriting has led him to become
one of Phoenix’s most widely-lauded solo acts, and his diverse fan base has
invited him to play everywhere from bars and music venues to museums, art
galleries, and a broad array of festivals, including Cincinatti’s Midpoint Music Festival in 2010. His music has been played on
PBS programming, US Air-ways flights, and internet radio stations, reaching listeners from South Africa to New Zealand.
Milford has opened for cello looper extraordinaire Zoe Keating, ambient folk/postrock pioneers Sleep Whale, and singersongwriters Tony Lucca and Joe Firstman is an indicator of his appeal to a diverse body of musical supporters. His new material takes advantage of his newfound musical relationship with Phoenix’s fantastic Tetra String Quartet, who are poised to
expand his sound considerably, as they combine looping with string arrangements and percussion for a truly unique live
experience. Milford has contributed to the latest recordings of many Phoenix bands/songwriters. Milford is also a member
of Phoenix-based band the Whisperlights. Source: www.TIPMovie.com

HENRI BENARD

COMPOSER
Henri Benard can only be described as “AZ music’s hype-man.” He is actively
growing and seeking new opportunities through the wonderful world of
music. If you know Henri, then you know he has his hands in several different
projects all at once. He likes to smile and is almost an optimistic individual.
Henri currenyly plays with several AZ-based music groups, all of which push
the boundaries of “conventional” music. Henri is the drummer/percussionist
for 3 bands in the Phoenix area: Dry River Yacht Club, Traveler, and
Peachcake. Each band exudes different flavors and styles of music, thus keeping things fresh. Henri regularly tours with all 3
groups and has had the honor of playing two international festivals this past year 2012 with Peachcake: North By North East
in Toronto, Canada and Slottsfjell in Toensburg. Norway along with the likes of New Order, Wolfmother, Chase and Status
Jon Grimm, The Friendly Fires, Jenelle Monet, and so many more! Aside from working in 3 bands, Henri composes in a duo
under the moniker of DD-55. He has also had the pleasure of scoring commercials for organizations such as Randy Murray
Productions, New Global Citizens, and United Way. He has had Dry River Yacht Club placed in several videos/movies, most
recently in the Mitchell 20. Source: www.TIPMovie.com
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ANECDOTES
It is important for you to know that over the course of 7 years in making The Immigration Paradox
I have asked, prayed, meditated and proceeded. I have triumphed, quit, cried and pleaded. I have
experienced life on a new level. I found truth, lies, heartbreak and secrets. I was betrayed, belittled,
praised and loved. I sold everything I owned including my car to keep moving forward. At times my
bank account was negative and I was on my last $10. I wanted to stop hating me I wanted us to
stop hating each other. I had fear, anxiety, peace and hope, but above all I had faith for our humanity
and that's what kept me going. I discovered you, them, they and myself. I wanted truth and clarity for me, for you,
for them for humanity. What I found will shock you. What I found transformed me. - Lourdes Lee Vasquez

A little more than 3 years ago I had one of those days. I woke up knowing that I could do better, that we collectively
could do better, not just as a country but as a society, as a collective global human race. That day a little more than 3
years ago I stepped out of my comfort zone I took a risk. I reached out to someone I had never met, yet I admired.
I pushed limits, tried new things. I read books I had never thought of reading, I picked up running, I researched history
that used to bore me, I watched foreign films, I learned about production equipment and marketing, I made a desk, a
table and a camera stabilizer, I learned to live humbly, I researched legal documents and non-profit formation, I met
a lot of new people, I got in a scuffle with a homeless person, I stood in the middle of protest, I climbed on things, I
drove into deserted towns, slept in airports, worked in a boys group home, almost got attacked by a pact of coyotes,
tried new food and fell in Love. Yes, a little more than 3 years ago I met my wife. And her beautiful vision was/is a
World were people can speak with one another and respect each other.
7 years ago my wife set out on what she thought would be a simple journey, to make a documentary regarding
Immigration. As time passed she realized the importance and responsibility that came in creating such a film and
did not take the role lightly. This film is for the U.S. citizen that lays awake at night wondering if someone has jumped
the fence and is crossing their land, for the immigrant that crossed the scorching desert in search of a "dream", for the
person that feels things are slipping away , for the Dreamer that wants more than anything to belong, for the worker
that wants a decent wage so they can provide for their family, for those that just want everyone to get along, for the
minority, for the majority, for the left, right and middle, for the consumer, for the law maker, for the students, for our
children, for our country, for our world. Yes, this movie is for you. It has not been easy but you were all worth it.
-Bryan A.Z. Vasquez
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